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‘The Last Jedi’ 


KKK 


From adorable Porgs to Luke Skywalker 
and Rey, this stellar entry in the Star Wars 
saga has star power. Review, In Life 
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Alabama’s verdict: No Moore 


Implications of Southern showdown are 
far-ranging for both parties and nation 


Nicole Gaudiano 


and Paul Singer 
Usa ToDay 


WASHINGTON - Democrat Doug 
Jones scored a shocking upset in the 
‘Alabama Senate race Tuesday, captur- 
ing a senate seat over scandal-tainted 
Republican Roy Moore in one of the red- 
dest states in the nation. 

Jones’ victory is a huge blow to the 
Republican party and President Trump, 


who had weighed in heavily in favor of 
firebrand maverick Moore, who was ac- 
cused of sexual misconduct with sever- 
al teen girls when he was in his 30s. 

Moore adamantly denied the allega- 
tions, but they painted a race that drew 
national attention, 

Jones’ narrow victory reduced Re- 
publicans already thin majority in the 
Senate to 51-49, adding to their chal- 
lenge trying to pass key legislative prior- 
ities, including a major tax cut pending 


Doug Jones 


before Congress. 

‘Many Republicans in Washington re- 
pudiated Moore over the sex allegations 
but President Trump had endorsed his 
candidacy and assailed Jones, a former 
US. attorney as another Democratic 
“puppet” who would resist Trump's po- 


litical agenda, 

The contest was a bellwether for how 
much the issue of sexual misconduct by 
politicians — real or alleged — resonates 
with voters in the wake of widening 
scandals involving sexual harassment 
and assault by prominent men in poli- 
ties, entertainment and business. 

The bitterly fought race in the Deep 
South could also prove to be a template 
for the hereulean battle Democrats and 
Republicans will wage for control of 
Congress in 2018. 

Six months ago, the race to replace 
Republican Sen. Jeff Sessions, now 


See ALABAMA, Page 2A 
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Trump and Gillibrand 
tangle over tweet 


New York senator calls president's 
‘Twitter attack on her a “sexist smear” 


IN OPINION 
Trump’s lows drop 
below rock bottom 


Our view: President's latest tweet 
shows he is not fit for office 


IN MONEY 


Harassment fallout 
changes workplaces 


Companies re-examine how they deal 
with and prevent sexual misconduct 
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USA SNAPSHOTS’ 


87% 


of consumers 
about a natural disaster striking, 
but 42% have not assessed 
insurance coverage. 


e concerned 


SOURCE Clesrsurance survey of 1,000 US. adults 
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IN MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS OF MASS KILLINGS IN 2017 


Artist Greg Zanis of Aurora, Ill., installed crosses to honor those killed in Las Vegas. TOM TINGLE/USA TODAY NETWORK 


Each one counted 


They were more than statistics, and their loss lessens us all 
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one pioneered a lifestyle like Hugh Hefner, rocked like 


Chuck Berry or made ‘em laugh like Jerry Lewis. 


Those who died this year in Las Vegas, Sutherland 
Springs and a dozen other places are familiar to us only 
because of how they died: One of their fellow citizens wanted to kill 
— publicly, suddenly, often randomly — in massacres that shocked 


a nation seemingly inured to gun violence. # But, like the more 
famous departed whom the news media memorialize this month, 
the hundreds of victims of 2017's mass shootings deserve to be 


remembered at year’s end. 


We know them, if at all, through 
posthumous tributes dominated by 
clichés. To judge from these plati- 
tudes, the victims all would give you 
the shit off their back. All were the life 
of the party. All had a smile that lit up 
the room. All loved kids and dogs. 
‘These generalities, well intended 
and understandable, make the de- 
ceased all seem the same. Which is 
how a tragedy becomes a statistic. 
Yet these individuals had their own 
talents, accomplishments, hopes, 
plans, flaws and quirks. They left be- 
hind ‘classrooms, delivery routes, 
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NYC bomb suspect’s post mocked Trump 


Kevin Mec 
and John Bacon 


NEW YORK — Bangladesh native 
Akayed Ullah taunted President 
‘Trump in a Facebook post minutes be- 
fore igniting bedlam with a botched 
bombing in New York's crowded Times 
Square transit hub at rush hour, au- 
thorities said Tuesday. 

“On the way to carrying out the De- 
cember 1 attack, Ullah posted a state- 
ment on his Facebook account that 
stated, “Trump you failed to protect 


Authorities say Akayed Ullah posted 
on Facebook minutes before his 
attack, “Trump you failed to protect 
your nation." 


your nation; ” according to a federal 
court complaint filed by Special Agent 
Joseph Cerciello with Homeland Securi- 
ty Investigations and the FBI's Joint 
Terrorism Task Force. 

The five-count complaint charges 
the Brooklyn resident with bombing a 
public place, use of a weapon of mass 


destruction, providing support for the 
Islamic State, destruction of property 
by fire or explosives and use of a de- 
structive device in furtherance of a 
crime of violence. 

Trump and Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions cited the attack Tuesday in 
calling on Congress to tighten immigra- 
tion rules. Ullah came to the United 
States in 2011 on an F-4 visa that's avail- 
able for immigrants with relatives who 
are U.S. citizens — the “chain migration” 
program Trump has vowed to end, 


See SUSPECT, Page 2A 
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